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Making the most of your benefits
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This guide is for information purposes only. You must enroll in a plan for your benefits to start. 
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How to use your plan 

Explore how to make the most of your benefits. Here you’ll learn simple ways to make 
using your plan easy. Plus, you’ll discover tools and resources that can help you reach 
your health and wellness goals. With Empire, supporting your healthiest self is all part of 
the plan! 
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Let’s take a look at the plan your employer is offering.  

PPO 
With a Preferred Provider Organization (PPO), you 
can go to almost any doctor or hospital and you’re 
covered — giving you more choices and flexibility. 
You get special rates for doctors in your plan, which 
lowers your out-of-pocket costs.  

 You can choose a primary care provider (PCP) 
from the plan for preventive care, like checkups 
and screenings.  

 You don’t need to have a PCP to see a specialist.  

 When you want to see a specialist, like an 
orthopedic doctor or a cardiologist, you don’t 
need to visit your PCP first to get a referral. 
This can save you time and a copay. 

 You’ll pay less if you use doctors who are part of 
the PPO. 

 You can see providers who aren’t part of the PPO, 
but you’ll pay more.  

 Once you pay your deductible, you’ll pay a 
percentage of the total cost (also called 
coinsurance) anytime you get care for a covered 
service. Your plan will cover the rest. 
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Use your ID card right from 
your phone 
Introducing the Sydney Health mobile app. With 
Sydney Health you can find everything you need to 
know about your benefits – all in one place. You’ll 
have a custom experience that’s based on your plan, 
your specific health care needs and lots more. And 
you can quickly access your digital ID card to show it 
to your doctor. You can even use Sydney Health to 
track your health goals, find care, compare costs, and 
manage your claims. 

Have a question? Sydney Health acts like a personal 
health guide, answering your questions and 
connecting you to the right resources at the right 
time. And you can use the chatbot to get answers 
quickly. Sydney Health makes it easier to get things 
done, so you can spend more time focusing on your 
health. Get started by downloading the Sydney 
Health mobile app.  

 

Register for online tools 
and resources 
Accessing your health plan on your mobile phone or 
computer makes life so much easier. Register on the 
Sydney Health mobile app and empireblue.com to 
get personalized information about your health plan 
and more. You can:  

 Quickly access your digital ID card. 

 Find a doctor and estimate your costs before 
you go. 

 View your claims, see what’s covered and what 
you may owe for care. 

 Get support managing your health conditions and 
tracking your goals.  

 Update your email and communication 
preferences. 

http://empireblue.com


Using your plan

How to use your plan 

Where to go for care when you need it now
When it’s an emergency, call 911 or head to the nearest emergency room. 
But when you need nonemergency care right away:
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Travel with peace of mind 
Your health plan goes with you when you’re away 
from home and need care immediately. The 
BlueCard® program gives you access to care 
services across the country. This includes 93% of 
doctors and 96% of hospitals in the U.S.1 If you’re 
traveling out of the country, you can get care through 
the Blue Cross Blue Shield Global® Core program. It 
gives you access to doctors and hospitals in more 
than 190 countries and territories around the world. 

If you’re in the U.S., go to empireblue.com. When 
you’re outside the U.S., visit bcbsglobalcore.com or 
download the BCBS Global Core mobile app. You also 
can call Blue Cross Blue Shield Global Core 24/7 at 
011-800-810-BLUE (2583) or call collect. To call 
collect, dial 0170, then tell the operator you’d like 
to call 011-804-673-1177.  

Questions about travel benefits? Call the Member 
Services number on your ID card before you 
leave home. 

See a doctor from home 
You can have a video visit with a doctor using your 
mobile phone, tablet or computer with a webcam, 
whether you’re at home, at work or on the go. 
Doctors are available around the clock for advice, 
treatment and prescriptions.2 Just go to 
livehealthonline.com or download the LiveHealth 
Online mobile app to get started. 

 

 Check to see if your primary care doctor can see you. 

 Search for nearby urgent care — and avoid costly emergency room 
visits and long wait times. 

 See a doctor anytime using LiveHealth Online. It works on your mobile 
phone, tablet or computer with a webcam. 

 Call the 24/7 NurseLine and get helpful advice from a registered nurse. 

1 Internal data, 2019. 
2 Online prescribing only when appropriate based on physician judgment. 

LiveHealth Online is the trade name of Health Management Corporation. 

http://empireblue.com
http://bcbsglobalcore.com
http://livehealthonline.com


Using your plan

Plan extras that support your health 

Introducing the Sydney Health mobile app. With 
Sydney Health you can find everything you need to 
know about your benefits – all in one place. You’ll have 
a custom experience that’s based on your plan, your 
specific health care needs and lots more. And you can 
quickly access your digital ID card to show it to your 
doctor. You can even use Sydney Health to track your 
health goals, find care, compare costs, and manage 
your claims. 

Have a question? Sydney Health acts like a personal 
health guide, answering your questions and 
connecting you to the right resources at the right 
time. And you can use the chatbot to get answers 
quickly. Sydney Health makes it easier to get things 
done, so you can spend more time focusing on your 
health. Get started by downloading the Sydney 
Health mobile app.  

Where to get care 
24/7 NurseLine — You can connect with a registered 
nurse who’ll answer your health questions wherever 
you are — anytime, day or night. They can help you 
decide where to go for care and find providers in your 
area. All you have to do is call 1-800-337-4770. 

Case Management — If you’re coming home after 
surgery or have a serious health condition, a nurse 
care manager can help answer your questions about 
your follow-up care, medicines and treatment options, 
coordinate benefits for home therapy or medical 
supplies, and find community resources to help you. 
Your nurse care manager will probably call you, but 
you also can call the Member Services number on 
your ID card. 

Future Moms — This program can help you take 
care of yourself and your baby before, during and 
after pregnancy. You can talk to registered nurses 
24/7 about your pregnancy, newborn care and more. 
Plus, you’ll have access to dietitians and social 
workers, as needed. 

LiveHealth Online — At home, at work or on the go, 
you can have a video visit with a doctor using your 
smartphone, tablet or computer with a webcam. 
Doctors are available 24/7 for advice, treatment and 
prescriptions if needed.* The cost is usually $59 or 
less, depending on your health plan. Register at 
livehealthonline.com. 
* Online prescribing only when appropriate based on physician judgment. LiveHealth Online is the trade name of Health 

Management Corporation, a separate company, providing telehealth services on behalf of Empire BlueCross 
BlueShield. 
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Your plan comes with great tools and programs to help you reach your health goals and save money on health 
products and services. Plus, most of them come at no extra cost. Learn more by registering on the Sydney 
Health app or at empireblue.com. 

Want healthy advice? 
 

 
Follow our Better Care Blog for helpful information about health 
benefits, living healthy and the latest member news. 

Learn more by registering on the Sydney Health app or at empireblue.com. 

http://livehealthonline.com
http://empireblue.com
https://www.empireblue.com/blog/
http://empireblue.com
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Healthy living 
Online Wellness Toolkit — Get tools that help you set 
and achieve your unique health goals. It includes a 
Health Assessment, personalized trackers to monitor 
your progress toward reaching your goals and fun 
activities that promote healthier decisions. 

SpecialOffers — Saving money is good. Saving 
money on things that are good for you — even 
better. With SpecialOffers, you can get discounts 
on products and services that help promote better 
health and well-being. 
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Learn more by registering on the Sydney Health app or at empireblue.com. 

http://empireblue.com
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We’re here for you – in many languages 
The law requires us to include a message in all of these different languages. Curious what they say? Here’s the English 
version: “You have the right to get help in your language for free. Just call the Member Services number on your ID card.” 
Visually impaired? You can also ask for other formats of this document.

 
Spanish 
Usted tiene derecho a recibir ayuda en su idioma en forma 
gratuita. Simplemente llame al número de Servicios para 
Miembros que figura en su tarjeta de identificación. 

  
Chinese 

 
ID  

 

Vietnamese 
Quý vị có quyền nhận miễn phí trợ giúp bằng ngôn 
ngữ của mình. Chỉ cần gọi số Dịch vụ dành cho thành 
viên trên thẻ ID của quý vị. Bị khiếm thị? Quý vị cũng 
có thể hỏi xin định dạng khác của tài liệu này." 

 
Korean 

Tagalog 
May karapatan ka na makakuha ng tulong sa iyong 
wika nang libre. Tawagan lamang ang numero ng 
Member Services sa iyong ID card. May kapansanan 
ka ba sa paningin? Maaari ka ring humiling ng iba 
pang format ng dokumentong ito. 

 
Russian 
Вы имеете право на получение бесплатной помощи 
на вашем языке. Просто позвоните по номеру 
обслуживания клиентов, указанному на вашей 
идентификационной карте. Пациенты с нарушением 
зрения могут заказать документ в другом формате. 

 
 
Armenian 
Դուք իրավունք ունեք ստանալ անվճար օգնություն ձեր 
լեզվով: Պարզապես զանգահարեք Անդամների 
սպասարկման կենտրոն, որի հեռախոսահամարը 
նշված է ձեր ID քարտի վրա: 
 
Farsi 

 دریافت کمک تان مادری زبان بھ رایگان صورت بھ تا دارید را حق این شما"
 روی شده درج) Member Services( اعضا خدمات شماره با است کافی. کنید
 این توانید می ھستید؟ بینایی اختلال دچار ."بگیرید تماس خود شناسایی کارت
 .دھید درخواست نیز دیگری ھای فرمت بھ را سند

 
French 
Vous pouvez obtenir gratuitement de l’aide dans votre 
langue. Il vous suffit d’appeler le numéro réservé aux 
membres qui figure sur votre carte d’identification. Si 
vous êtes malvoyant, vous pouvez également  
demander à obtenir ce document sous d’autres formats. 
 
 
 

 
Arabic 

 قمبر الاتصال سوى علیك ما. مجانًا بلغتك مساعدة على الحصول في الحق لك
 یمكنك البصر؟ ضعیف أنت ھل. الھویة بطاقة على الموجود الأعضاء خدمة
 .المستند ھذا من أخرى أشكال طلب

Japanese 

ID

Haitian 
Se dwa ou pou w jwenn èd nan lang ou gratis. 
Annik rele nimewo Sèvis Manm ki sou kat ID ou 
a. Èske ou gen pwoblèm pou wè? Ou ka mande 
dokiman sa a nan lòt fòma tou. 

 
Italian 
Ricevere assistenza nella tua lingua è un tuo diritto. 
Chiama il numero dei Servizi per i membri riportato sul 
tuo tesserino. Sei ipovedente? È possibile richiedere 
questo documento anche in formati diversi 
 
Polish 
Masz prawo do uzyskania darmowej pomocy udzielonej 
w Twoim języku. Wystarczy zadzwonić na numer działu 
pomocy znajdujący się na Twojej karcie identyfikacyjnej. 

 
Punjabi 

 TTY/TTD:711 
 

  It’s important we treat you fairly 
We follow federal civil rights laws in our health programs 
and activities. By calling Member Services, our members 
can get free in-language support, and free aids and 
services if you have a disability. We don’t discriminate, 
exclude people, or treat them differently on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. For 
people whose primary language isn’t English, we offer free 
language assistance services through interpreters and 
other written languages. Interested in these services?  
Call the Member Services number on your ID card for help 
(TTY/TDD: 711). If you think we failed in any of these 
areas, you can mail a complaint to: Compliance 
Coordinator, P.O. Box 27401, Mail Drop VA2002-N160, 
Richmond, VA 23279, or directly to the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Office for Civil Rights at 
200 Independence Avenue, SW; Room 509F, HHH 
Building; Washington, D.C. 20201. You can also call  
1-800- 368-1019 (TDD: 1-800-537-7697) or visit 
https://ocrportal.hhs.gov/ocr/portal/lobby.jsf 8 
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As a member, you have the right to expect us to protect your personal health information. We take this 
responsibility very seriously, following all state and federal laws, as well as our own policies.  

You also have certain rights and responsibilities when receiving your health care. To learn more about how 
we protect your privacy, your rights and responsibilities when receiving health care, and your rights under the 
Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act, go to empireblue.com/privacy. For a printed copy, please contact 
your Benefits Administrator or Human Resources representative. 

How we help manage your care 

To see if your health benefits will cover a treatment, 
procedure, hospital stay or medicine, we use a 
process called utilization management (UM). Our UM 
team is made up of doctors and pharmacists who 
want to be sure you get the best treatments for 
certain health conditions. They review the 
information your doctor sends us before, during or 
after your treatment. We also use case managers. 
They’re licensed health care professionals who work 
with you and your doctor to help you manage your 
health conditions. They also help you better 
understand your health benefits. 

To learn more about how we help manage your care, 
go to empireblue.com/memberrights. To request a 
printed copy, please contact your Benefits 
Administrator or Human Resources representative. 

Special enrollment rights 

Open enrollment usually happens once a year. That’s 
the time you can choose a plan, enroll in it or make 
changes to it. If you choose not to enroll, there are 
special cases when you’re allowed to enroll during 
other times of the year.  

 If you had another health plan that was 
canceled. If you, your dependents or your spouse 
are no longer eligible for benefits with another 
health plan (or if the employer stops contributing 
to that health plan), you may be able to enroll with 
us. You must enroll within 31 days after the other 
health plan ends (or after the employer stops 
paying for the plan). For example: You and your 
family are enrolled through your spouse’s health 
plan at work. Your spouse’s employer stops 
paying for health coverage. In this case, you and 
your spouse, as well as other dependents, may be 
able to enroll in one of our plans. 

 If you have a new dependent. You gain new 
dependents from a life event like marriage, birth, 
adoption or if you have custody of a minor and an 
adoption is pending. You must enroll within 31 
days after the event. For example: If you got 
married, your new spouse and any new children 
may be able to enroll in a plan. 

 If your eligibility for Medicaid or SCHIP 
changes. You have a special period of 60 days to 
enroll after: 

— You (or your eligible dependents) lose 
Medicaid or the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (SCHIP) benefits because 
you’re no longer eligible. 

— You (or eligible dependents) become eligible 
to get help from Medicaid or SCHIP for 
paying part of the cost of a health plan 
with us.  

Get the full details 

Read your Certificate of Coverage, which spells out all the details about your plan. You can it find on 
empireblue.com. 

 

http://empireblue.com/privacy
http://empireblue.com/memberrights
http://empireblue.com
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Ready to use your plan? 
Get some extra help 

If you have questions, it’s easy to get answers. Contact us through our online Message Center or call the 
Member Services number on your ID card. 

 


